introduction to philippians
I. Preliminary considerations.

A. Before a pastor-teacher attempts to teach any book in the Bible, it is both wise and necessary to begin with a special introduction that deals with matters such as authorship, date and location of composition, audience, pertinent isagogics, the purpose for writing, and other relevant issues.

B. The epistles of the New Testament were simply letters that were designed to connect the spiritual leaders of the church with people (individuals and congregations) from whom they were separated geographically.
C. However, the basic letter differs from a biblical epistle in several ways.
1. First, the matter of authority is often not present in letters between individuals; however, the New Testament epistles were largely written by recognized spiritual authorities.

2. A second difference is that a letter was generally written only to one person, whereas the epistle may have been written with a larger audience in view (a single or even multiple congregations).  Col. 4:16 
3. The third difference is that the content of an epistle often contains didactic material which has theological and/or hortatory components.

D. The necessity of writing letters likely became immediately apparent to the apostles, who served as the foundation of the Church (Eph. 2:20) but who could not always be physically present with their converts and congregations.
E. This inability to be in more than one place at a time led the apostles and their associates to remain in contact with individuals and congregations by means of written communications.
F. It is clear that the leaders in the early Church recognized that face-to-face communication was superior to other teaching formats; as such, it was the format they desired and promoted.  IThess. 2:17, 3:10; IIJn. 1:12; IIIJn. 1:13-14
G. Another difference between these epistles and other letters is the fact that the authors of scripture were writing under inspiration; their language and content were directed by God the Holy Spirit in such a way as to ensure its accuracy.  IITim. 3:16; IIPet. 1:20
H. Some of these inspired letters have been preserved and form the bulk of the New Testament, providing a written record of apostolic doctrines and practices that the Church may continue to study profitably.  Lk. 1:1-3; IITim. 3:16
I. However, one must recognize that profitable study involves much more than the student simply having a translation of these writings in his own language; profitable study involves more than just reading a letter.

J. In fact, if a pastor-teacher is to attempt to effectively teach the Bible, he must be proficient in multiple disciplines that include an understanding of the original languages, knowing and consistently applying hermeneutic principles, and understanding the history and culture of the time in which the text was written.
K. God has provided the system necessary (GAP) for every student/disciple to learn the realm of Bible doctrine and to become proficient in theological matters; theological proficiency is designed to lead to proficiency in the practical matters related to honorably living the Christian way of life.  

II. The history of Philippi.

A. The ancient town of Philippi was called Krenides (fountains); it was colonized by the inhabitants of Thasos (the northernmost island in the Aegean Sea) sometime during the 4th century BC.  Journeys of Paul 2 map
B. Strabo indicates that in the mountains of that area there were numerous gold and silver mines, which ultimately caused friction between the Thracian tribes and the colonists from Thasos. 

C. It was generally ruled by local tribes until 356 BC; at that time, the colonists summoned Philip II of Macedon (father of Alexander the Great) to defend them from the Thracian tribes. 

D. When Philip recognized the strategic importance of this city, coupled with the gold and silver mines in the area, he was more than happy to assist them.

E. After Philip complied with the request and came to their aid, he took over the city, enlarged it, strengthened and enlarged its defensive walls, and renamed the city Philippi in honor of himself. 

F. According to Diodorus Siculus, Philip II received one thousand talents a year from the rich mines in the vicinity and he treated Philippi as a free city within his kingdom; the wealth he received from here enabled him to enlarge his army and unify his kingdom.

G. Neapolis, which was the seaport for Philippi and which connected it with the Aegean Sea, was in the province of Thrace, while Philippi was located in Macedonia where Thessalonica was the capital.

H. Except for the wealth derived from the gold mines, Philippi remained relatively unimportant until the Roman conquest of the region in 168–167 BC.

III. Roman influence on Philippi.
A. As mentioned above, Philippi was not considered an especially important city until after the Roman conquest of that region in the 2nd century BC.
B. When the Romans conquered Macedonia in 168 BC, they divided it into four parts, with Philippi becoming one of the chief cities of one of the districts.  Acts 16:12

C. One significant factor that contributed to the rise of the importance of Philippi was the construction of the Via Egnatia (see map), which connected Byzantium (Constantinople, Istanbul) with the Adriatic ports that led to Italy and the Via Appia, the road which led directly to Rome.
D. Construction began on the Via Egnatia c. 145 BC and was completed sometime between 130-120 BC.

E. Upon completion, this became Rome’s primary route to the east, with Philippi becoming a major stopping point along the way.

F. Another factor that changed the status of Philippi was the formation of the second Roman triumvirate, which included Octavian (later Augustus), Marc Antony, and Marcus Lepidus.

1. In 43 BC these three leaders executed three hundred senators and two thousand knights in Rome in order to secure their control of the empire.
2. The only remaining threat to their control was the republican army led by Cassius Longinus and Iunius Brutus, the murderers of Julius Caesar. 
3. Leaving Lepidus to guard Rome, Octavian and Antony engaged the republican forces just west of Philippi in two battles; the first resulted in the decisive defeat of Cassius, who committed suicide, and the second resulted in the defeat of Brutus, who also committed suicide.
4. Following the battles, Octavian settled many veterans from his army in Philippi and enlarged and fortified the city, which helped to alleviate a growing population problem in Rome.
5. This defeat meant that Rome would now have an imperial form of government and not a republican one. 

6. Additionally, it introduced the worship of the deified dead emperor, which would later be grounds for contention between the Christians and the Roman government; Christians would eventually refuse to worship in the imperial cult.

7. Since it was located at a strategic spot along the Via Egnatia, which connected Rome with Asia Minor and other points to the east, this also ensured the allegiance of Philippi to the Empire.

G. After Octavian made Philippi a Roman colony, which also involved annexing Neapolis and a few nearby cities, he then offered land to many of the soldiers from Rome who had earlier lost their land in Italy.
H. Following his victory over Marc Antony at Actium in 31 BC, Octavian did the same thing once again.

1. However, in this case he relocated veterans from Antony’s army, which created loyalty from those who had once fought against him.
2. It was not uncommon in those days for the Romans to build or reconstitute communities as Roman colonies and then to offer property to veteran soldiers and other important citizens of Rome.

3. The colony represented a transplanted citizenship and was essentially designed to be a miniature Rome.

4. The status of Philippi as a Roman colony provided the benefit of equal status with communities in Italy; in addition, it provided the freedom of self-government for its citizens and exempted its lands from direct taxation. 
5. For a colony or city to be granted these rights was the highest privilege possible for a Roman colony. 
6. The new settlers, along with the previous residents, constituted the newly reformed colony that was then named after the daughter of Octavian--Colonia Augusta Julia Philippensis. 
I. Octavian was now emperor of Rome in all but name; three or four years later he was granted a new honorific, Caesar Augustus (the august or exalted one), and ruled Rome from 27 BC until 14 AD.

J. Because Philippi was designed to reflect Rome, Roman arches, bathhouses, forums, and temples dominated the landscape of the city during the 1st century AD.

K. Even though this had been a Greek province, Latin became the official language of the city in place of the native Greek (as it did in other colonies).
L. The fact that Latin was the official language is evidenced by the fact that Latin is the language of more than half of the inscriptions found there; however, the surrounding community continued to speak Greek.

M. The population was divided between the colonists and the non-colonists; however, the colonists wielded all of the political power, electing magistrates who oversaw various aspects of administration in Philippi. 

N. The presence of former soldiers, who constituted an influential portion of the elite population, further reinforced the Roman feel of the city. 

O. Inscriptions also reveal the close relationship between Philippi and Rome; one such inscription (36-37 AD) reads, “For the children and grandchildren of the happy/prosperous Augustus, the colony of the Philippians (dedicates this inscription).”

P. The Philippians even erected a triumphal arch during the first part of the first century AD as a further sign of their loyalty to Rome, making the Roman character of Philippi even more evident.

Q. In this regard, Philippi is distinguished from some of the other cities to which Paul wrote letters (except Rome), since the importance of Roman citizenship and Roman institutions played a much larger role in Philippi.
R. There was no other city in which Paul founded a church that would have had such a significant Roman influence; Romans were visibly and clearly in control of everyday life in this colony.

IV. Population and religion in Philippi.

A. Although there are still debates about the population of Philippi, the extreme accounts would suggest that 5,000 would have been on the low end and 20,000 would be considered to be the high end.

B. By the middle of the first century AD, it is estimated that the population of Philippi was between 10,000-15,000, the majority of which would have been slaves, service workers, and peasant farmers from that region.
C. The cult of Artemis/Diana, which was centered in Ephesus, was also one of the major cults in Philippi.
D. Dionysius/Bacchus had a significant influence on the city; this cult’s domains included that of ritual ecstasy, theater, the realm of the dead, and wine of course.

E. Kybele/Cybele was also worshipped in Philippi; she was known as the Mother of the Gods whose domain was nature in general, but she was specifically recognized as the goddess of fertility.

F. Given what Luke records about Paul’s initial visit to that city, it would appear that there was not a significant Jewish population since there was no synagogue.  Acts 16:13

G. The Imperial cult (or cult of the emperor) was also a significant religious and political force in the empire at large, and specifically in prominent places like Philippi, Corinth, and Ephesus.

H. Given the fact that Philippi was a Roman colony modeled after Rome, the power and influence of the Imperial cult should not be underestimated.
V. The Imperial cult and its significance to the Roman Empire during the 1st century AD.
A. Studies during the last 50 years have shed new light on the Imperial cult (cult of the emperor) and have demonstrated that it was integral to Roman society.
B. In the civilized areas of the empire, the Imperial cult provided the primary means by which various cities, provinces, and colonies were united and social order was produced.
C. During the nearly two centuries that preceded the reign of the emperor Augustus (31 BC – AD 14), the senatorial elite in Rome developed a new political ideology designed both to legitimize and to fuel imperial conquest. 

D. At the prompting of their leaders, the Roman people began to imagine themselves as the lone bastion of culture in a world populated by corrupt and barbaric tribes; imperial expansion was viewed as a divine mandate and conquest was considered an act of kindness.

E. Although many have disregarded the significance of the cult based on the view that it was not important religiously and not significant politically, there is significant evidence that it was one of the many religious cults in Greece and Asia Minor.

F. It pervaded the urban ethos (the fundamental character or spirit of a culture; the underlying sentiment that shapes the beliefs, customs, or practices of a group or society during some period of history) of many of the places to which Paul brought Christianity.
G. The origins of the cult are to be found in the pagan nations and religions that existed prior to Rome.
1. The motivation that led to the deification of Roman emperors no doubt came from the East; the Imperial cult was modeled after Persian, Egyptian, and Greek ideas regarding the nature of their leaders and of their gods.

2. The Pharaohs and the Ptolemies, Lycurgus and Lysander of Sparta, and Alexander the Great were worshiped as divinities both while living and following their deaths. 
3. Another precursor of the imperial cult was the worship of the Dea Roma, who was the female personification of Rome, and more broadly of the Roman state. 
a. This divinity, the personification of the growing power of Rome in the East, was primarily a Greek invention. 
b. Temples were first erected to her in the second century BC in Asia Minor; her cult became associated with that of the emperor both in the East and in the West during the reign of Augustus.
H. Another factor in the rise of the cult involved the matter of life after death; ancient Romans were firm believers not only in the continued existence after death, but in the divinity of the souls of men after death. 
1. Though the abode of the dead was in the lower world, the dead were felt to be allied with the gods above by virtue of their immateriality and immortality. 
2. This sentiment was most strongly felt by each person toward the spirits of his own ancestors; Cicero (103-46 BC) quotes an ancient formula that indicated that each should regard his own dead relatives as divine.

3. Since the spirits of ancestors were believed to influence the lives of their descendants for good or bad, offerings were made to them to secure their favor; fixed days for such offerings were appointed in the Roman official calendar. 
I. The Imperial cult, or cult of the emperor, involved the worship of the Roman emperor as a god either while he was alive, after he was dead, or both.
1. The Roman worship of rulers began with Julius Caesar, to whom people paid divine honors during his lifetime. 
2. One example is a statue that was erected on the Capitoline hill bearing the title demigod; however, Julius had the inscription erased. 
3. Another statue was inscribed with Deo Invicto (God unbeaten), which signified his fame and honor as if he were a god. 
4. While all this was just flattery, there is no historical indication that Julius Caesar took all this seriously while he was alive.
J. There can be no doubt that this extravagant homage irritated his enemies and was doubtless one of the influences that led to his assassination. 
1. Nevertheless, following his death, the compliments of his flatterers were transformed into a genuine political/religious cult. 
2. Popular enthusiasm over his achievements and indignation at his death found expression in religious adoration; it was really the Roman populace that raised Caesar to the status of a god. 
3. Not only were the common people convinced of his divinity, but the senate also formally conferred upon Caesar the title of Divus (which means the deified one) and ordered a temple to be erected for his worship in 42 BC.
K. Octavian, who as the emperor Augustus was destined to succeed Julius as sole ruler, promptly identified himself with the popular movement, which later involved the worship of Octavian.
1. Although Augustus had steadily rejected all divine homage at Rome during his lifetime, immediately after his death in 14 AD, the senate passed decrees conferring upon him the title Divus and providing for his worship as a god. 
2. Some other members of imperial families were also elevated, including the wife of Augustus, Livia; later, the sister of Caligula, Drusilla; the daughter of Nero, Claudia Augusta; and the daughter of Domitian, Julia Augusta were also acknowledged as gods.
L. While temples were constructed for the worship of the emperor, these were often larger than temples to the other gods; in many cases, a statue or image of the emperor was placed into the temples of other traditional gods.
1. This associated the worship of the emperor with worship of the other gods, so it is not surprising that ceremonies were modeled after existing worship.

2. Sacrifices were one of the principal ways in which people related to the gods; this became one of the key ways of relating to the emperor.

M. The imperial presence was made the central focus, so as Greeks, Romans, and others went about their lives, they were constantly reminded of the importance of the emperor, whose presence permeated public spaces.
1. Not only did the cult permeate public space, but it also came to permeate public life and culture; festivals that focused people on imperial events (such as birthdays) drew nearly everyone to participate.

2. In 9 BC, the leaders of the provincial council in Asia decreed that Augustus’ birthday would be the beginning of the new year, which is an example of how the consciousness of the public could be infused with thoughts of the emperor.

3. Imperial birthdays and anniversaries were likewise incorporated into the calendar; these were often celebrated with public sacrifices, ceremonies, and international games.
4. The appearance of the emperor and his family in images and statues also influenced society by becoming the model for clothing and hairstyles.

N. The power and influence of the emperor was so overwhelming and pervasive because he was viewed as the source of stability for society and the world.
O. The implications of this are pretty obvious: Political power is not only gained and maintained by means of armies, taxes, and an administrative apparatus, but power can also be developed by means of religious forms.

P. As N.T. Wright observed, “Who needs armies when they have worship?”

Q. While Augustus allowed a single temple to be dedicated to him while he was living, subsequent emperors gradually increased the influence of the Imperial cult; by 100 AD, the power of the emperor had become so consolidated and absolute that the cult was effectively a civil religion and became a test of loyalty.

R. The gospel of imperial salvation certainly conflicted with the gospel of Jesus Christ; nevertheless, both used very similar (often identical) language to describe their views.
1. The gospel of Caesar was already widespread and very well established by the time Paul began to evangelize the Roman world.
2. The Greek noun εὐαγγέλιον (euangelion--good news, gospel) was used in the Roman world for the announcement of the appearance or accession of a ruler to the throne.

3. In was also used of the birthday of the emperor, whose birth was viewed as tidings of great joy for the civilized world.  Lk. 2:10
4. The imperial savior (Greek σωτήρ soter--savior) had long ago established peace and security, so any talk of a savior from Heaven would be viewed not only as unnecessary, but potentially subversive.  Phil. 3:20
5. Paul’s gospel regarding the exaltation of Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:9-11) would be deemed unnecessary since the divine lord, to whom all gave honor and worship and to whom all declared their loyalty, was already enthroned in Rome. 

6. The emperor was called θεός (theos--god; ITim. 2:5), and the main purpose of the cult was to cultivate and express εὐσέβεια (eusebeia--piety, godliness), which involved devotion and social orientation toward the emperor.  IIPet. 1:3
7. By the time Paul wrote to the Philippians, the primary titles for the emperor were κύριος (kurios--lord, Lord) and σωτήρ (soter--savior).  Lk. 2:11
8. When the emperor came in person to pay a state visit to a colony or province, the Greek term for his royal presence was παρουσία (parousia--lit. being alongside, coming, presence).  IThess. 2:19, 3:13, 4:15

9. When Paul speaks about the citizenship of believers, he uses the noun πολίτευμα (politeuma--citizenship), which was used to denote a colony of foreigners or relocated veteran Romans.  Phil. 3:20
10. The Romans would have no need for the peace of God (Phil. 4:7), since the peace of Rome (Pax Romana) had already produced a stable and prosperous golden age that was a miracle (or so the populace was told).
11. The greeting most used by Paul was χάρις (charis--grace), which was also being used at that time to denote the blessings or benefactions provided by the gods or the emperor.
VI. Authorship.

A. The letter begins as most letters did during the 1st century AD; the pattern is drawn from the Hellenistic world and generally followed the same order.
B. It has three basic components, which include the sender’s name, the name or names of the recipients, and a standard greeting.

C. In this case, the author makes a direct claim to be Paul the apostle (accompanied by Timothy), which is a statement that has rarely been challenged throughout the Church Age.

D. However, with the rise of Higher Criticism during the 18th and 19th centuries, some began to question the matter of Pauline authorship.

E. Nevertheless, in spite of their intricate and detailed studies, their work has been severely criticized and their conclusions have never been widely accepted.
F. Historically, the church has accepted this claim of Pauline authorship without question; Polycarp of Smyrna, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian (2nd and 3rd centuries AD), and others not only quoted from Philippians, but assigned it solely to Paul.

G. The letter to the Philippians appears in the oldest extant canonical lists; it is found in the canon of Marcion (c. 160 AD) and the Muratorian Canon (late 2nd century AD).

H. Apart from such external evidence and the acceptance of the early Church, the internal evidence also points to Pauline authorship.

1. The use of the first person dominates this short letter; there is a predominance of first person singular pronouns and first person verbs.

2. The author discloses his innermost feelings and provides autobiographical information that is completely consistent with what is known of Paul.  Phil. 3:5-6

3. He describes his present situation as one in which he is incarcerated (Phil. 1:12-13), providing information about his status and the status of those who were with him.  Phil. 1:1, 2:19,25
4. As many have observed, the style, vocabulary, and syntax are consistent with what Paul writes in other letters that are considered to be his genuine works.

I. McGiffert made the following observations in the late 19th century which indicated that no serious consideration should be given to those that suggest Paul was not the author of this letter. 

1. The style of the epistle is thoroughly Pauline, and the only doctrinal passages in the letter are in complete accord with the theological positions of Paul in his other writings.

2. He states that, "It is simply inconceivable that anyone else would or could have produced in his name a letter in which no doctrinal or ecclesiastical motive can be discovered, and in which the personal element so largely predominates and the character of the man and the apostle is revealed with so great vividness and fidelity.”  
3. His views are consistent with the views of the vast majority of scholars, who believe that Philippians was undoubtedly the work of Paul.
J. In spite of the fact that Timothy is mentioned as an author, factors such as the many first person forms, the emphasis on Paul’s personal circumstances, and Paul’s subsequent commendation of Timothy make it clear that Paul is the actual author.

VII. Place and date of composition.
A. There can be little doubt that Paul is imprisoned when he writes this letter to the Philippians; however, while most accept the idea of the imprisonment, there is still some debate as to the location of that imprisonment.
B. Over the centuries, at least four potential sites have been advanced by those attempting to interpret this book; these include Ephesus, Corinth, Caesarea, and Rome. 

C. Ephesus was first suggested as the place of composition in the early 20th century; since then, a number of interpreters have followed this view and developed considerable arguments to support this position.
1. The first of these deals with the reference to the praetorium, which can refer to the residence of any provincial governor.  Matt. 27:27; Acts 23:35; Phil. 1:13

2. When Paul references those of Caesar’s household, these interpreters point out that this can refer to slaves or freedmen in the imperial service of Rome, Ephesus, or elsewhere.  Phil. 4:22

3. They suggest that the time of writing coincides with events that are recorded in Acts 19, when Paul and Timothy were both in Ephesus.
4. They argue that when Paul sent Timothy and Erastus into Macedonia, it was for the purpose of delivering this letter to Philippi.  Acts 19:22; Phil. 2:19-23

5. Since most interpreters have stated that several trips must have taken place between Philippi and the place Paul was incarcerated, those who favor Ephesus do so to some degree because of its relative proximity to Philippi.  See Journeys of Paul 4
6. Each trip from Philippi to Ephesus took about 7-10 days, while each trip from Rome to Philippi would have taken around 7 weeks.
7. Since many interpreters see allusions to four or five different trips in the book of Philippians, they argue (albeit wrongly, since five trips could be made in one year) that one could not fit five trips into the two years Paul was imprisoned in Rome.

8. One key reason for rejecting this view is that neither the book of Acts nor any other New Testament writing ever alludes to an imprisonment in Ephesus; it is an argument from silence.

9. Another reason for rejecting this supposition is that the events in Acts 19 give no hint that Paul was incarcerated; rather, it strongly supports the view that he was free at that time.  Acts 19:30-31, 20:1

10. While there are other arguments one might advance to refute this position, even those who hold to it are forced to admit that it is built solely on conjecture.

D. There are others that hold to the city of Corinth as the place of writing, which was first suggested in about 1730; however, this view has never gained any widespread support.
1. There was a proconsul in Corinth, and consequently there must have been a praetorium and an imperial household.  Acts 18:12

2. Corinth is even closer to Philippi than Ephesus, so the number of supposed trips is something for which one can more easily account.

3. Those that hold this view identify the gift sent to Paul in Corinth as an allusion to the arrival of Epaphroditus; however, Paul mentions a group in Corinthians but mentions Epaphroditus alone in Philippians.  IICor. 11:9; Phil. 2:25
4. As with the previous view, the major obstacle is that this view is entirely based on speculation with no substantial evidence to support it.

5. Additionally, the chronology of the apostolic age places Paul’s time in Thessalonica immediately following his visit to Philippi; there is no mention of a visit to Corinth, which would be geographically and chronologically difficult since Paul was in Macedonia (not Achaia) from Oct. 51 AD-Feb. 52 AD.

E. Caesarea is the third proposed place of composition, which at least fits with the language found in Acts; Luke explicitly indicates that Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea in the praetorium of Herod.  Acts 23:35
1. In that regard, when Paul speaks of those in the imperial household, he could be referencing the administrative staff and personnel who governed Judea but who resided in Caesarea. Phil. 4:22
2. It is also evident in the book of Acts that Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea for a little over two years, which would allow time for the various trips alluded to in Philippians.  Acts 24:27

3. Luke also records the fact that Felix, the Roman governor, allowed Paul a measure of freedom; this seemed to be a form of house arrest that allowed Paul to have visitors.  Acts 24:23; cf. Acts 28:30-31

4. The first major objection to Caesarea as the place of composition is that when Paul writes to the Philippians, he was facing possible death.  Phil. 1:20, 2:17

5. This could not be true at Caesarea since as a Roman citizen, Paul always had the right to appeal to Caesar; he could appeal to Rome and remove the possibility of the death penalty in other Roman provinces.  Acts 25:11-12,21, 26:32
6. Another problem is that of all the places under consideration, Caesarea is the farthest from Philippi; if travel from Rome was supposedly a problem, travel between Caesarea and Philippi took even longer.
F. This leaves the most frequently suggested place of composition as Rome, a fact that has been accepted from the time of Marcion (who wrote prologues to Paul’s epistles in the 2nd century AD) until the 18th century.

1. This view not only has the support of exegetes through the centuries, but it also harmonizes with the Acts narrative and the chronology of the apostolic age.
2. It is in harmony with the fact that Paul was in prison when he composed the letter to the Philippians.  Phil. 1:7,13

3. It agrees with the evidence that Paul was facing a trial that might have ended with his acquittal or with his death.  Phil. 1:20-21, 2:17,24

4. This view also makes the most sense (Occam’s razor--the simplest explanation is likely the correct one) of the direct statements about the praetorium (Phil. 1:13) and those who belong to the household of Caesar.  Phil. 4:22

5. Although the title Caesar, which was used to designate heirs apparent, increased throughout the 3rd century AD, there is no evidence that the title Caesar was ever used of governors or other provincial rulers in the 1st century.

6. The strongest objection to the Roman origin of Philippians is the distance between Rome and Philippi, since the book of Philippians seems to envision several trips that were made or contemplated.
7. The order of events would have then involved the following:
a. News traveled to Philippi about Paul’s arrest.

b. Upon hearing about Paul, the Philippians assembled a monetary gift that they sent by Epaphroditus.  Phil. 4:18

c. News of Epaphroditus’ illness was sent back to Philippi.

d. Word that the Philippians were upset over his illness reached Paul and his associates in Rome.  Phil. 2:26

e. Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians and sent it by the hand of Epaphroditus.  Phil. 2:28

f. Paul then intended to send Timothy to Philippi and perhaps follow shortly thereafter; however, this does not appear to have come to pass.

8. One must recognize that there was likely some time lapse between Paul’s imprisonment, the Philippians hearing of it, and the time it took for their gift to arrive in Rome.  

9. They sent it by the hand of Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:18), who apparently fell ill on the journey or perhaps following his arrival in Rome; although the illness was serious, he recovered and was entrusted with the mission of delivering this letter.  Phil. 2:25-28
10. Paul also intended to send Timothy at some point after sending Epaphroditus; it appears that Paul anticipated his release and was going to follow Timothy or perhaps travel with him.  Phil. 2:19,23-24

11. However, these objections to the amount of travel time required fall flat when one considers that only two actual trips are recorded in Philippians--the trip of Epaphroditus to Rome and the return trip to Philippi.
12. One may readily account for the other supposed trips by recognizing that Rome had a very efficient mail system and that news could be carried by merchants like Aquila, Priscilla, and other travelling believers.
G. When one considers all things regarding Paul’s location at the time of writing, Rome has the greatest number of supporters, fits with the chronology of the apostolic age, and most readily accounts for Paul’s language in this letter.
H. Since Rome was the place of writing, the time of writing must be placed during the first Roman imprisonment, which lasted from Feb. 60 AD-March 62 AD.

I. More specifically, the letter was written toward the end of the first Roman imprisonment as seen in the fact that Paul anticipated his release in the near future.  Phil. 1:25, 2:23-24

J. Thus, the letter should be dated late in 61 AD or early 62 AD.

VIII. The ministry of Paul in Philippi.

A. The Acts narrative provides the historical information regarding the arrival of Paul in Philippi as well as the circumstances that led him there.  Acts 16
1. Paul had been evangelizing in various provinces in Asia Minor but was given explicit instructions by the Holy Spirit to avoid Asia, which was a province on the western side of modern Asia Minor.  Acts 16:6-7 See NET map Journeys of Paul 2
2. His team proceeded west through Mysia and came to Troas; it was here that Paul received a vision of a man appealing for Paul to come to Macedonia.  Acts 16:9-10
3. Another interesting fact regarding Troas is that this was the place where Luke joined Paul’s team; this is evidenced by the “we” and “they” sections of Acts.  Acts 16:8 cf. 16:10
4. The expanded team proceeded to sail to the island of Samothrace and the next day sailed to the port of Neapolis.  Acts 16:11
5. Paul immediately traveled to Philippi (about ten miles inland), which Luke rightly designates as a Roman colony.  Acts 16:12
6. The group spent an unspecified number of days in the city during the summer of 51 AD.  
B. On Saturday, the group sought the place where Jews might be gathered for prayer and worship since there was no synagogue.  Acts 16:13
1. It is evident from Jewish history that ten Jewish males were required to establish a synagogue, so it is significant that there are no men mentioned during the first encounter in Philippi.  
2. What Paul and company did find was a meeting where women gathered for prayer in an area that was relatively private and located outside the city walls.
3. The fact that it was relatively remote, coupled with the fact that it appears to have been only women pursuing the Jewish faith, indicates that the group would have had a marginal status in this Roman colony.

C. Luke indicates that Lydia, a successful businesswoman who was attached to the Jewish community as one who worshipped God, was Paul’s first convert.  Acts 16:14-15
1. While it may have been a man who appeared in the vision requesting Paul to come to Macedonia, it is evident that women were the first to hear the gospel of Christ and respond.  
2. Although no others are mentioned outside of Lydia’s family, it would appear that she and whatever other converts may have believed formed the core of the local church in Philippi.

D. While in Philippi, Paul was confronted with a slave girl who had a demonic spirit that allowed her to predict future events or tell fortunes.  Acts 16:16
1. The phrase a spirit of divination is literally a python spirit, which in Greek mythology referred to a giant snake or dragon that guarded the sanctuary at Delphi.  
2. Some suggest that she was more of a ventriloquist (based on references from Plutarch), but the verb μαντεύομαι (manteuomai--practice divination, prophesy) refers to the art or practice of finding hidden knowledge or foretelling the future by interpreting omens with the aid of supernatural powers.
E. She began to follow Paul and his group around, demonstrating her supernatural knowledge by correctly identifying this group as one that represented the Most High God and proclaimed a way of salvation.  Acts 16:17-18
1. While the phrase way of salvation is anarthrous, it may be understood as being indefinite (a way of salvation) or definite (the way of salvation).

2. However, the lack of the article is conspicuous since Luke certainly recognized the importance of the message Paul was proclaiming.
3. Her reference to the God Most High might well have been understood by a Roman audience as a reference to Zeus; pagan uses of the adjective ὕψιστος (hupistos--highest, most high) would likely not have suggested the Jewish God unless the person was Jewish or was a proselyte.
4. Thus, her message was potentially mixed; further, it certainly lacked any reference to Jesus Christ or to what salvation actually entailed.

5. Although this message may or may not have been totally accurate, the reason Paul addresses her is based on the demonic source of her information.
F. After more than a few days Paul tires of this, turns to the slave girl, and casts the demon out from her.

G. This obviously prevented her from continuing her divination ministry, angered her owners (since it impacted their pocketbooks), and resulted in the arraignment of Paul and Silas (the two Jewish leaders of the group).  Acts 16:19-24
1. The owners of the slave girl were likely men of considerable social status since they felt comfortable arresting Paul and Silas and dragging them before the magistrates; they likely believed or knew that they would prevail.
2. However, their charges were covered by legal rhetoric that only masked the real cause of their action; they played the cultural, race, and religion cards before the judges in order to mask their monetary motivation.
3. Paul and Silas were described as Jewish agitators who were attempting to indoctrinate Romans with Jewish customs that were “unlawful” for Romans.

4. Their appeal was likely based in the knowledge that Claudius had expelled the Jews from Rome a couple of years earlier (49 AD), which probably encouraged Romans’ suspicions about Jews.
5. Their emotional appeal relied on the fear of foreigners and suspicion about Jews and their activities, and certainly played to the Roman sense of superiority; thus, they won over the crowds. 

6. The owners of the girl were successful in their prosecution; Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into the local prison.

H. Paul and Silas were singing praises to God in the middle of the night when an earthquake shook the prison, opening all the doors and freeing all those inside from their chains.  Acts 16:25-26
I. This event ultimately resulted in the salvation of the warden and his family, who expressed his gratitude by treating their fresh wounds and providing a meal.  Acts 16:27-34
J. On the following morning, the magistrates sent the police to release Paul and Silas since they apparently believed that their crimes were not serious enough to warrant any further action.  Acts 16:35-40
1. However, when the warden informed Paul that they had been released and were free to leave, Paul declined the invitation.

2. Paul indicated that he and Silas were not willing to accept a secret discharge from prison since the magistrates had violated Roman law by beating unconvicted, uncondemned Roman citizens. 

3. For any local magistrate in a Roman colony to take any action against any Roman citizen (especially binding or beating a citizen) without proper cause and proper procedure was a very serious matter.

4. Given the very serious nature of their offense, the judges could not only lose their positions, but they could also be recalled and put to public disgrace for violating the rights of Roman citizens.
5. Their fear was such that they acquiesced to Paul’s demand, came to the prison, publicly brought them forth, and begged them to leave Philippi, which Paul eventually did.
K. Many interpreters have observed that Paul was not in the habit of asserting his own rights, but this was not simply a personal attack.

L. Rather, it was a miscarriage of justice in the public forum which Paul was not inclined to allow since it masqueraded as truth and justice.
M. Further, his actions might cause other Roman authorities to be more careful in the future if and when they came into contact with Christians.
N. Following their release, Paul and Silas leave the city and colony (taking their sweet time to do so; Acts 16:40) but leave Luke in Philippi.

O. This fact is gleaned from the verbs; Luke uses the third person plural (they) when speaking of Paul and his group when Luke was not present, but uses the first person plural (we) when he is accompanying Paul.  

P. How long Luke remained in Philippi is still unclear; however, it is very obvious that he does not use the first person plural again until Acts 20:5.

Q. The chronology of the apostolic era indicates that Luke remained in Philippi (51 AD) and apparently did not rejoin Paul until the spring of 57 AD, some 5½ years later. 

IX. Occasion and purposes.
A. When one considers the matter of why Paul wrote to the Philippians, it is natural to believe that there may have been a primary motive in writing.

B. However, that does not rule out a secondary, tertiary, or other motive Paul may have had in mind when he composed this letter.

C. Most interpreters have acknowledged that one key reason Paul writes is to acknowledge the receipt of the monetary offering that the Philippian church had sent by the hand of Epaphroditus.
D. Some have argued against this by suggesting that because Paul does not bring up their gift immediately, it was not actually a purpose for writing.

E. However, the fact that Paul waits until the end of the letter to mention it makes very good sense for a few reasons.

1. The first is that Paul generally does not make money an issue because money is not really the issue for the adjusted minister.

2. The second is that their gift was sacrificial to some degree, which likely resulted in some suffering on their part which Paul praises as an appropriate sacrifice that God will honor.  Phil.4:18-19
3. The third is that by waiting until the end of the letter, Paul’s gratitude for their application is the final thing they hear from him; he leaves his gratitude and thanksgiving ringing in their ears.
F. It is clear from reading the letter that while the monetary gift was one of the purposes in writing, there were other purposes in writing, which included the following:

1. He wanted to send Epaphroditus back to the congregation in Philippi since they were aware of his brush with death; this letter formed the perfect opportunity to send him back to that church.

2. Additionally, Paul was aware of the fact that Epaphroditus was homesick and experiencing significant anxiety over the Philippians’ concern for him.  Phil. 2:26 
3. Not only would the Philippians be informed of his status, but they would also certainly rejoice when they were reunited with their beloved brother; additionally, Paul’s own concerns would be mitigated.  Phil. 2:25-29

4. Another obvious reason for writing is that the Philippians were very concerned about Paul since they knew he had been imprisoned and was awaiting trial; thus, Paul had a desire to provide firsthand information regarding his circumstances and his prospects for the future.  Phil. 1:12-13

5. As with other letters, Paul also addresses the matter of opponents that believers and local churches face in the angelic conflict (Phil. 3:2-3); he insults the opponents and instructs the Philippians to emulate his attitude and his example.  Phil. 3:15,17
6. As seen in Ephesians and other letters, Paul was always concerned about the matter of unity within the local church, which he addressed in at least three places.  Phil. 1:27, 2:1-4, 4:2-3
7. The simplest motivation of all is that Paul had a deep Christian love for the Philippians because of their positive volition toward the truth; he missed them and wanted to continue to share his ministry with them.  Phil. 1:3-5,7, 2:17-18, 4:1,14-16
G. While all these things likely contributed to Paul’s motivation, the primary theme for the entire letter is found at the beginning of the prologue, where it is introduced and summarized.  Phil. 1:3-6
1. The first obvious thing that stands out is Paul’s memory of his entire history with the Philippians, for which Paul offered thanksgiving.  Phil. 1:3-4

2. However, in all his fond memories of them, one particular feature is highlighted in verse 5, which Paul will continue to develop and which focused on the Philippians’ partnership in the gospel.
3. When verse 6 is interpreted properly in relation to verse 5, these four verses provide the main theme of the letter.
4. The rest of the letter is concerned primarily with their development as partners in the gospel so that the Philippians will be blessed with a fruitful Ph2 and with the eternal rewards that come to those who partner in the gospel.

X. Outline.
A. Salutation.  Phil. 1:1-2
B. Prologue, including thanksgiving and prayer.  Phil. 1:3-11

C. Biographical prologue linking Paul’s circumstances with the prologue and the body of the letter.  Phil. 1:12-26

D. The body of Philippians.  Phil. 1:27-4:9

1. Exhortations regarding a worthy walk.  Phil. 1:27-2:18
2. Commendation of Timothy and Epaphroditus.  Phil. 2:18-30
3. Warnings about opposition and the exhortation to emulate Paul.  Phil. 3:1-21
4. Concluding exhortations.  Phil. 4:1-9

E. Epilogue.  Phil. 4:10-20

F. Salutation and benediction.  Phil. 4:21-23
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